
developing ideas and strategies for increasing the economic and social viability
of Haywood Road. 
      Lane Reid, owner of Image 420 a well-known graphics business near the
intersection of  Richmond  and Haywood, was a part of the process and
remembers how excited participants were that the city was taking an interest
in West Asheville.The HRC Plan was passed by City Council in May of 1999. 
Goals were identified concerning Land Use, Vehicle and Pedestrian Circula-
tion, Landscape and Streetscape, Building Facades and Economic & Commu-
nity Development.
     One of the results of this process, was the traffic triangle created where
Waynesville Ave merges onto Haywood. The triangle is landscaped by
neighboring business owners and is a much more attractive alternative to the
plastic tubing that was once used as the barrier for the intersection.

On April 9, 2002, the West Asheville Business Association sponsored
a community meeting to revisit the goals set in the 1999 plan.  The meeting
was held at West End Bakery and facilitated by city planners, Sasha Vrtunski
and Mike Matteson. The meeting gave a forum for West Asheville residents
and business owners to discuss their desires for Haywood Road.
   After a broad list of recommendations was compiled, each participant
ranked their top priorities and seven main goals were identified. They included
promoting pedestrian activity and alternative transportation, improving the
safety and efficiency of all modes of transportation within the corridor,
establishing community-oriented businesses and compatible new development
to serve the surrounding neighborhoods, improving the appearance of Hay-
wood Road by creating a unifying image of the corridor, preserving the
heritage and historical structures, and enhancing the existing balance of mixed
uses of
Haywood Road such as businesses, residences, and open spaces.

Volunteers from this group were asked to participate in a HRC
Steering Committee and meet regularly to work with city planners to imple-
ment the identified objectives. The Steering Committee has strived over the
past year to get the input of the diverse West Asheville community including
business  owners, residents, churches, and schools.  Asheville City traffic
engineers and planners have been collaborating on projects involving new
pedestrian crosswalks, such as one to be created at the intersection of Hay-
wood and Vermont/Sand Hill as well as other potential sites and restriping
Haywood Road to improve the flow of vehicles.

The Steering Committee members have split into two separate sub-commit-
tees. The HRC Beautification Group, with the help of neighborhood gardening
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On April 9, 2002, the West Asheville Business Association sponsored a
community meeting to revisit the goals set in the 1999 plan. The meeting, was
held at West End Bakery and facilitated by city planners Sasha Vrtunski and
Mike Matteson, The meeting gave provided a forum for West Asheville
residents and business owners to discuss their desires for Haywood Road.

After a broad list of recommendations was compiled, each participant
ranked their top priorities, and from their rankings seven main goals were
identified. They included: promoting pedestrian activity and alternative trans-
portation; improving the safety and efficiency of all modes of transportation
within the corridor; establishing community-oriented businesses and compatible
new development to serve the surrounding neighborhoods; improving the
appearance of Haywood Road by creating a unifying image of the
corridor; preserving the heritage and historical structures; and enhancing the
existing balance of mixed uses of Haywood Road such as businesses, resi-
dences, and open spaces.

Volunteers from this group were asked to participate in a HRC Steering
Committee and meet regularly to work with city planners to implement the
identified objectives. The Steering Committee has strived over the past year to
get the input of the diverse West Asheville community including business-
owners, residents, churches, and schools.  Asheville City traffic engineers and
planners have been collaborating on projects involving new pedestrian cross-
walks, such as one to be created at the intersection of Haywood and Vermont/
Sand Hill, as well as and at other potential sites; another project involves and
re-striping Haywood Road to improve the flow of vehicles.

The Steering Committee members have split into two separate subcommit-
tees. The HRC Beautification Group, with the help of neighborhood gardening
enthusiasts, has begun their its first project creating container gardens for which
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